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Accomplishments, 2007-2008:

Library Confidentiality Law
The committee is very pleased to report that we were successful in getting the library confidentiality statute enacted. The governor signed S. 220, “An Act Relating to the Confidentiality of Library Patron Records” on May 13, 2008.

The committee wishes to acknowledge the skill and effort of lobbyist John Shullenberger, who shepherded us through the legislative process and succeeded in getting the bill on the agenda of the House Judiciary Committee in the final days of the session.  We have greatly appreciated the support of the Vermont School Library Association, VSLA Intellectual Freedom Committee Chair Christine Eldred, Allen Gilbert of the Vermont American Civil Liberties Union, Cheryl Hanna and Kimberly Chehardy at Vermont Law School, and Deborah Caldwell-Stone of the Office for Intellectual Freedom at American Library Association.
During the last 14 months, members of the committee drafted the bill, secured sponsors, developed and mailed information packets to VLA members and Vermont library directors, recruited witnesses and prepared talking points, and wrote a formal position paper on the importance of confidentiality of minors.  Members of the associations urged their representatives to support the bill, and testified at three committee hearings.

Although the committee is disappointed that the legislature compromised on the issue of confidentiality for minors and allowed parental access to records of minors under the age of 16, the committee is pleased with the other provisions of the bill.

Here is summary of the bill:
· It includes a broad definition of “library,” covering public libraries, academic libraries, school libraries, archives, and special libraries open to the public.  
· The definition of protected records is broad, including registration records and transaction records that disclose an individual’s activities within the library, including materials viewed in print or electronic form, research questions posed, materials requested through interlibrary loan, materials borrowed, or any other library service or consultation the patron has requested.
· It affirmatively declares the above records to be confidential and prohibits their release, except:
· with written permission of the patron to whom records pertain

· to officers, employees, volunteers, and agents of the library to the extent necessary for library administration purposes

· in response to an authorized judicial order or warrant

· to custodial parents or guardians of patrons under 16

· in school libraries, to the custodial parents or guardians of a student, in accordance with the federal Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)

· It provides for a patron right of action, meaning that a patron whose confidential records have been illegally shared may bring a civil action against the library.

Censorship Survey
Gail Weymouth compiled data and prepared a preliminary report on the fall 2006 censorship survey of Vermont public librarians.

Advocacy Regarding USA PATRIOT Act 
Following the release of a Justice Department Inspector General’s report on abuses of National Security Letters, the committee wrote and sent letters to members of the Vermont Congressional delegation urging them to continue their efforts to change the USA PATRIOT Act. 

Intellectual Freedom Toolkit

Added content and links to helpful materials regarding materials challenges and censorship to the “Intellectual Freedom Toolkit” on the VLA Web site.  

Information and Advice

The committee provided information and advice to several librarians on issues including filtering, privacy, police inquiries, and book and film challenges.  Also provided information regarding Banned Books Week to a Castleton State College student writing an article for the campus paper, The Spartan.

Nomination of Connecticut Librarians for Intellectual Freedom Award

Jerry Carbone prepared a successful letter of nomination for the Connecticut “John Doe” librarians Janet Nocek, Barbara Bailey, Peter Chase, and George Christian, who were awarded the 2007 ProQuest/SIRS Intellectual Freedom Award of New England by the New England Library Association.
Announcements
Gail Weymouth will be chair of the committee 2008-2009. 
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