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The Comics Market

In 2001

$75 million total sales

$32 million in bookstores

In 2006

$330 million in 2005

$220 million in bookstores

$43 million in comic stores

In 2005

$295 million total sales

$170 million–$200 million 
manga sales in 2006

Graphic novel sales 
surpassed comic book 
sales for the first time



Who’s reading comics?

� Average age: 34

� Gender: 87 percent male; 
13 percent female

� Manga, teenagers: 75% � Manga, teenagers: 75% 
female



It’s a format, not a genre

� Sequential art = panels, text + image



What is literacy?

Literacy (strict definition)
- the ability to read and write
Literacy as a set of skills for 
interpreting information in:

� Oral or written language
� Images
� Symbols
� Sounds

� Equations

� Gestures

� Videos & animation

interpreting information in:



5 Steps…

� Read 5 graphic novels

� Go to your local Comics store

� See what other libraries have

� Find your “hidden” titles

� Read recommended lists & reviews



Professional Reviews

� Booklist

� The Horn Book

� Library Journal

� LJ Graphic Novel Xpress online� LJ Graphic Novel Xpress online

� Publishers Weekly

� School Library Journal

� Voice of Youth Advocates

� ICv2 Guide



Online Reviews

� Manga4kids

http://manga4kids.com/

� No Flying, No Tights

http://www.noflyingnotights.comhttp://www.noflyingnotights.com

� Sequential Tart

http://www.sequentialtart.com

� Word Balloons

http://www.wordballoons.net



Online News & Resources
� ICv2

http://www.icv2.com
� Graphic Novels in Libraries Listserv (GNLIB-L)

http://www.angelfire.com/comics/gnlib/
� Comic-Con’s The Pulse

http://www.comicon.com/pulse/
� Mangablog

http://www.mangablog.net
� Precocious Curmudgeon

http://precur.blogspot.com/



Age Ratings



Owly series



Korgi



Jellaby



Amulet



Flight Explorer



The Arrival



Mouse Guard



Otto’s Orange Day



Salt Water Taffy



Magic Pickle



Re-Gifters



Annotated Northwest Passage



Emma



B
eow

ulf



King Lear



Clan Apis



Dinosaurs Across America



Houdini: The Handcuff King



The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain



Stuck in the Middle: 
17 Stories from an Unpleasant Age



Pyongyang



Japan Ai: A Tall Girl’s Adventures in Japan



The Magical Life of Long Tack Sam



Laika



Journey Into Mohawk Country



Blue Beetle



Civil War



Yotsuba&!



Whistle! Prince of Tennis



Kekkaishi



Shojo (girls) manga for middle school



Translucent



Mushishi



Town of Evening Calm, Country of Cherry Blossom



With the Light



Young Avengers



Programs & Lesson Plan Starters

� Getting Graphic! Using Graphic Novels 
to Promote Literacy with Preteens and 
Teens

� Graphic Novels in Your Media Center: A 
Definitive GuideDefinitive Guide

� Comics in the Classroom

http://comicsintheclassroom.net

� The Secret Origins of Good Readers

http://www.night-flight.com/secretorigin/



Vocabulary with Donald Duck



Story Starters



Story Starters



Comic Book Reports Creation



World War II Perspectives


