January 16, 2008

Dear Trina,
          I regret that health problems prevent me from attending the hearing tomorrow and am sending my statement in this message.
           I am writing as both a librarian and a parent.   I fully support the Library Confidentiality Statute, I have worked with this issue in other states and believe it is important.    I wish to speak to the section on confidentiality for children.
             As children start to mature they need to know that information they get at the library will not be shared.   They are at an age where they are starting the process of separating from there parents, slowly trying to figure out a separate identity.  They are trying to figure out what the ‘grown up world’ is all about as they emerge from childhood, and they have lots of questions about a lot of things.  Even in the best parent-child relationships, sometimes there are topics one does not want to share with a parent, because it can be awkward.   Either the parent or the child is embarrassed or it is just not the right time to talk about “that”.  I am thinking of issues of sexuality, diseases, and or drugs, for instance.  You may think of others.  Perhaps the information pertains to the young adult, or to a friend, or even another parent.  This is even more necessary in cases where there is an abusive or distanced situation in the home.
           I had very positive relationships with my children as they were growing up but I am sure there were times when they did not want to ask certain questions.   I am glad that they had a library to go to access good factual information at a time that was relevant for them. 
           Please feel free to share this message with members of the committee.
          Sandra Lindberg
          So. Burlington, VT
