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What are beginning/transitional chapter books? 

ǒ 100 pages +/- 20 
ǒ Illustrations on many pages 
ǒ Large font size 
ǒ Often a series 
ǒ Reading Level:  

ƺ 2nd - 3rd  
ƺ L - P (F&P)  
ƺ DRA 28 - 38 

Why are beginning/transitional chapter books important? 

ǒ Predictability 
ƺ Build Confidence 
ƺ Increases Stamina 
ƺ Improves Working Memory 

ǒ Functional Bridges 
ƺ Learning to Read ⇨ Fluent Reader 
ƺ Picture Book ⇨ Easy Reader ⇨ ​Beginning Chapter​ ​Books​ ⇨ Middle Grade Chapter 

Books 

 

MIDD Reads Reading Program - Mary Hogan 2017 

 

Goal:  
   Help 2nd and 3rd grade students make the jump to fluent, independent readers by suggesting high 
interest titles. 
 
Criteria: 
   Books that target 2nd and 3rd grade readers with a wide range of reading levels 
   Recent titles and current series - at least one book published in the previous school year/summer.  
   Variety of genres 
   At least 5 available as Overdrive Audio 
   High appeal prioritized over educational content 
 
Vote: by May 15th?  
   Students must read or listen to at least 5 titles on the list during the 17-18 school year.  Only one 
book per series is counted toward the total number of books. 
   Celebration in school for those that vote! 
   A prize if you read 20! 

 

   




